Exotic Pest Information Collection and Analysis (EPICA):
Safeguarding Through Biosurveillance and Early Warning

Introduction

The mission of the United States
Department of Agriculture's (USDA)
Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) Plant Protection and
Quarantine (PPQ) is to safeguard
U.S. agriculture and natural
resources from the risks associated
with the entry, establishment, or
spread of exotic pests. Fora
proactive and effective safeguarding
approach, PPQ needs early warning
regarding plant pests that are not yet
established in the United States.

To address this need, Exotic Pest
Information Collection and Analysis
(EPICA) conducts plant pest
biosurveillance by continuously
collecting, analyzing, distributing, and
archiving relevant open-source
information for USDA-APHIS-PPQ
programs. EPICA monitors mostly
English-language sources worldwide
for relevant pest information.

EPICA offers:

* Dedicated, full-time staff

* Subject matter expertise

+ Foreign language capability

* Close collaborations with USDA-
APHIS-PPQ programs
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Information Collection &
Analysis

EPICA's process for collecting and
analyzing information includes the
following steps:

+ Collect information from various
sources, including scientific
journals, web sites, news services,
and listservs

+ Filter information for potentially
relevant pest news

+ Evaluate filtered information
regarding relevance to PPQ,
timeliness, and source reliability

+ Complement pest news with
background research

+ Summarize information in a
PPQ-relevant context

+ Distribute information weekly

+ Archive information in the Global
Pest and Disease Database
(GPDD)

EPICA searches more than 90
scientific journals and uses nearly
250 queries to search the internet for
relevant pest news.

The EPICA project is a cooperative effort of
the Center for Integrated Pest Management
at Morth Carclina State University and the
United States Department of Agriculture’s
Center for Plant Health Science and
Technology.

EPICA Notifications

EPICA distributes relevant pest news articles to
USDA-APHIS-PPQ programs through weekly e-
mail notifications. EPICA notifications are timely,
PPQ-focused, short, clear, and formatted for
readability.
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EPICA Archive

All EPICA news articles are accessible through the
Global Pest and Disease Database (GPDD). The
GPDD (www.gpdd.info) contains information on over
2,000 pests of U.S. quarantine concern. EPICA
articles are searchable by date, category, pest, and
keyword.
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Contact EPICA at:

epica@aphis.usda.gov



